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of‘the United States and Canada Sor April, 1887, and is based 
upon reports of regular and voluntary observers of both cout1- 
tries. Descriptions of the storms which occurred over the north 
Atlantic Ocean during the mouth are also given, and their 
approximate paths shown on chart i, on wliicli also appears tho 
distribntiou of icebergs and field ice reported. In tracing the 
centres of the paths of these storms, data from the reports of two 
hundred alld ten vessels have been used. Unusually severe 
Teather prevailed in the trails-Atlantic routes and west of the 
fortieth 1neri(lian during the first and secoild (leeades of the 
month. Dense fog prevailcrl diiring a considerable portion of 

MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. 

In the preparation of this REVIEW the following data, 
received up to May 20, 1887, have been used, viz., the 
regular tri-daily weather-charts, containing data of simulta- 
neous observations taken at one hundred and thirty-three Sig- 
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INTRODUCTION. 

arerage number for April during the past fourteen years is 
10.3. The depression of the 22-23cl in its progress from t h e  
rpdian Territory to northern Michigan was accompanied, espe 
clally in Kentnclry, southern Indiana, niid Ohio, by unusually 
SC17ere .thuuder-storms and heavy rains, with tornadoes at  
widely separated points in various parts of the country ; in the 
upper lake region heavy snow and high wind prevailed. The 
9epression which was central in the Ohio Valley on tho morn- 

of the 18th mas attended in that and surrounding districts 
by an unusually heavy snowfall ibr the season. 

The mean pressure of the month is very nearly normal in d l  
districts, except Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Dakota, 
Where departures as large as .10 below occur. 

No considerable departure from the normal temperature 

occurs in any district except the central Mississippi and lower 
Missouri vallep, where the month has been from 2O.O to B O . 9  
warmer than the average April. In the Lake region and along 
the Atlnntic coast the temperature is slightly below normal, in 
the central and western districts generally slightly above. 

In the southenstern quarter of the country very little rain 
hns fallen, the region of greatest deficiency extending from 
central Texas eastward to the south Atlantic coast. 

stations; two hundred and eighty-four inoutlily registers from 
volrintary observers; fifty-five monthly registers from United 
States Army post surgeons j marine records ; international si- 
uiultaneous observations ; marine reports through the co-opera- 
tion of the “New Pork Herald Weather Service;” abstracts of 
ships’ logs furnished by the publishers of “The Hew Pork 
Maritime Register;” monthly weather reports from the local 
wea,ther services of Alabama, Arkansas Illinois, Indiana, 
Kansas, Michigm, Minnesot.a, Mississippi, hissouri, Nebraska, 
New England, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, South 
Cwolina, aud Tennessee; and of tlie Central Pacific Railway 
Company ; trustworthy newspaper extracts, nud special re- 
ports. 
-- 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE (expressed in  inches and hundredths). 

The distribution of mean ‘pressure Sor April, 1887, deter- 
mined fronl the tri-daily telegraphic observations of the Signal 
Service, is shown by isobarometric lines on chart ii. 

The areB OS liighest prsssiire covers the greater part of the 
north Pacific coast region and is bounded by the isobar of 
30.05; within this line the mean pressure of the month varies 
from 30.07 a t  Olympia, Wash., to 30.10 at  Roseburg, Oregon. 

. @ram this isobar the pressure decreases in all directions, ex- 
cept to tile westward, until in the central districts ol‘tho couiitry 
the comoaratively low pressure of 39.00 and less is reached. 

the central dist,ricts eastward i t  increases, attaining in 
the 8011th Atlantic and east Gulf stmates a, meiin of 30.05 or 

I n  hfailie anrl the adjnceut Canadian Provinces the 
Pressure is compnrrLtively low, ranging Srom 29.86 at Sydney, 
Cape Breton Island, to 29.94 a t  Portland, Me. In the plateau 
?Won and eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains the pressure 
1s also low as compared with districts in tho southeastern quar- 
ter of the country and on the Pacific slope. 

The departures froin the normal pressure are given in the 
OS miscellaneous meteorological data, and are also shown 

on chart iv by lines connecting statioiis of equal departure. In  
England, the middle Atlantic states, and lowcr lake region 

the pressure of the montli is about normal , small clepartures 
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both above and below occurring in these districts; from thence 
westward, north of the fortieth parallel, as far as the eastern 
boundary O S  Idaho and Utah it is below the normal j in the 
upper lake region, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Dakota the de- 
ficiency is quite large, the mean pressure at  a number of sta- 
tions being .lo or more below the normal. l n  all parts of the 
country south of the fortieth parallel the pressure is generally 
slightly above the normal, but the excess is very small, except 
in southenstern Texas where departures aa large as .07 and .09 
occur. In Ca,liforiiia the pressure is about normal; on the 
north Pacific coast excesses varying from .04 in the northern 
part of Washington Territory to .08 in southern Oregon 
occur. 

As compared with the pressure of the precedingmonth, March, 
1887, very large decrease occurs in a11 parts of the country, 
except New England, the Atlantic states: and Florida. In  the 
Missouri and upper Mississippi valleys the pressure for April 
is .20 to .26 below that of March. Along the Atlantic const the 
prossure is aboqe that of the preceding month, .10 and over in 
New England and the Canadian Maritime Provinces, and .01 to 
.OG in the inore southerly districts. Iu. Florida, the east Gulf 
states, and the north Pacific coast the meau pressure of the two 
months is about the same. 


